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PROCEEDIr-ns OF THE SIXTH SE~ION OF THE FOURTH MIOORAM
STATE LIDISLATIVE ASSEMBLY i:rELD ON 15.3.2000 (WEDNSsoAY) ,

~T SITTING ON 15TH MARCH.. 2000

PRESENT

PU R,.LAi.AW'IA. Speaker at the Chair. 14 Ministers. Deputy
Spe.aker and"23 Members were present.·

GOVERNOR t S ADDRBSS-

1. His EXeelleney. the Governor of Mizoram A.~admanaPan"..
to address the House.s.

2.0r.LALZAMA to move amotion, of Thanks on ,the Address
-givenpy'tl1c! Governor of,)iJ:izoram•

. . ',.•/' __ <.. . J. '

..... :

HON'BLE GOVERNOR'S SPltE.CH :

Honourable Speaker and distinguished Members of this
august HouSe.,

It is a great privilege for me to welceme you to the
second ~udget Session of the Fourth Legislative ASsembly
wPich is also the· First Session in the New Millennium which.
,J: trust.wil,l take us into a new era of growth and prosperit.y.
I ;extend .:mywann greet'ings to the people of Mizoram on this
historicbccasion and on the joyous conclusion of Chapchar
Kut. Eyenas we leave the past behind. I am sure the busi­
ness of'the House will be conducted as always. with grace
and dignity, keeping in view the' time-honoured conventions
and the rich democratic traditions of the people of Mizoram
and our countrY_

2. Honourable Members will recall that in my first
Address to the Fourth Legislative Assembly on 9th December,
1998. I had outlined the priorities of my Government viz.,
achieving self SUfficiency in food, evolving a new econo­
mic system to end our near-total dependency on the Centre
and thereby putting our finances in order. creating more
opportunities for generating income. seeking a lasting so­
lution to the problems on the social front and promotion of
trade and commerce. Since then we have been taking steps
steadfastly to achieve these goals.
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My Government has completed a little over one year in
office. Honourable Members a+G aware that one year is
too short a period for any Government #, however keen .and
carnes t , to achieve significant results. But I am happy
to note that our priorities have been sot and the ground­
work has been laid for a number of developmental projects
and s ch emea which collectively have the potential of com­
pletely tr~ns£Drming the economy of Mizoram.

2.2 It is a matter for satisfaction that my Government
has been able to earn the goodwill and support of the Cen­
tral Government and varic)us agencies in its endeavours.
Their response to ourprqposals has been very positive
and several of these are'rlow being launched v-Tith their
liberal financial assistance. The Honourable prime Minis­
ter. pu Atal Behari Vajpayee visited Aizawl on 22ndMay,
1999 and announced several new initiatives for the deve­
lopment of Mi zoram. It is indeed h:~a~tening to note that
our State located in the ,remotest c'~rller of the North East
is now visited by Central Ministers.' top officials and
other dignitaries. I sincerely hope that this trend con~

tinues and the State gains from their visits and interac­
tion wit.h the State Government.

3. I .em particularly happy to bring to the notice';o,f
Honourable Members that o'Ur commitment to peace as enshrined
in the Hizoram Accord of 1986 aml the idea ofa Peace Bo­
nus have be~n finally acknowledg.dd•. The Honourable prime
Minister, PU Atal Behari vajpayee# during the recent· Con­
.ference with Governors and Chief Ministers of the North
Eastin Shillong announced several initiatives for socio....
economic development of the North East and Sikkim inclu­
ding a Rs. 180crore Peace Bonus for Mizoram to tide over
our financial problems. The Centre will also release RS.
50 crores every year from the Non-Lapsable pool of Resources
for 5 years for specific infrastructure development projects
in Mizoram. We are greatly indebted to the Centre for stan~

ding by us in our hour of need. My Government places on
record itsl deep sense of gratitude for the painstaking
efforts made by the Centre to understand the malaise af­
fecting the State l s economy and to seek a lasting solution.
T~e Centre's benevolence in accepting the Report and Re­
commendations of the Group of Officers constituted by the
Ministry of Finance to review the financial problems of
Mizorum deserves our deep appreciation. I am confident
that this Peace Bonus and other measures \'1i11 playa sig­
nificpn~ role in transforming the economy of Mizoram and
strengthen the confidence of the people of Mizoram in the
Union of India and indeed, fcrtify their commitment to
peace.
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4. Notwithstanding these developments. the State con­
tinues to reel under the impact of its financial problems
and further burdened by upward. revision of pay scales of
GOvernment employees from 1st May.1999 as well as the sa­
laries and allowances and various other facilit;J.es for
Honourable Members of this House. However. itisa matter
of satisfaction t.hat there has been no suspension of: pay­
ment by the Reserve Bank of india ever since my Govern-

--- ment assumed office. This is entirely due t.o the sincere
efforts that have been made to keep our finances in order.
maintain strict fiscal disG~plinc and implement austerity
measures to curtail wasteful revenue expenditure.

5. My Government r ema fris committed to provide a clean.
responsive ... progressive and development-oriented adminis­
tra~i9n. ~teps have been taken to infuse professionalism.
trahspar~ncy and enforce. accountability ihGovl.3rnment at
all levels. As part of various mcas urcs to tone up the
admini~trative_rnadhineryand to make it pro-active. reS­
ponsive and people-friehdly, a training and oriehtation
programme with adequate emphasis on deve1opmeh~ adminis­
trationwas organised in association with the Indian Insti­
tuteofpublic Administration (IIPA). New Delhi, in Aizawl
from -~rd November to 6th November 1999 on 'GoodGovernance'
and • Respons ive Administration~ COmmissioners and Secre­
taries. Joint Secretaries. Directors and others attended
this programme.

6. I am happy to info rrn you that th e ~onfJ-awaited

Mizoram House at Vellore has -been fo:r:rt}ally inaugurated by
the Chief Minister on 9th February. 2000 and .made fully
functional. This Guest House which is primarilY meant for
medical patients referred to the Christian Medical College
Hospital. Vellore. Will cate-r to a long-felt need 'of such
patients a~d their attendants. .

7. I am also happy to inform you that for the first
time a commemorative stamp on the histotic Mizoram Accord
of 1986 was released at Aizawl on Remna Ni. 1999 by pu
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi. the then Union Minister of State for
Information & Braadcasting. -

8. My Government has been making sincere efforts to
relocate the 1st ASsam Rifles Headquarters from the heart
of Aizawl to their new site at zokhawsang and it is a ma­
tter of satisfaction th<:l.tthis process of relocation which
had been kept in cold storage for a considerable period
of time has been revived on the initiative of· my Govern­
ment. Construction work for the approach road to the areas
taken over by us inside the Assam Rifles Range Headquarters
at Khatla has been started. Land development plans for
roth the AsSam Rifles Range and 1st Assam Rifles Complexes
have been drawn up. My Government will continue its efforts
to bring the matter to its logical conclusion.

~

/
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9. The State's de~icit continues to ris C~ and the
current financial-yearwas;pened \vith a deficit of RS.
145.00 crores.Despite this grim situatirh, my Govern­
ment is detenninod te mo.Ln t Lan this ye~trl s h,nnu:l1 plan
size of RS. 364.00 crores t.h rouch tldditinal resource
mobilisation supplarnunted ;J\j t.h e Peace Bi_mus and other
assistance and adopting strin02ht austerity ff1eaSures.
I appeal to all secticns of the p eop.l.e of l'Hzoram. through
you, Honthle M~nbers, to extend their whole-hearted sup~

port in this important task.

10.1 Although the most peaceful State in the country
today. the s t.rat.eq Lc location of Mizoram and its long
international rorder of hilly jungle terrain with sang la­
deah and MyanmClr Serve as ideal ground for variousinsur­
gent groups arid trans-lx)rder activities of anti-social
elements like smugglers and drug traffickers. Th.ere have
been certain sporadic and stray incidents I border skir­
mishes and. of late. looting and ~~tortion involving these
insurgent groups and other anti-social elements. In spite
of these, my Government rem~ins committed to maintain law
and order and peace and harmomy amongst all sections of
the people, to protect. the secu,rity of the State and will
.Leave no stone unturned to apprehend the perpetrators of
,these crimes. Honourable Hembers \1111 appreciate that

_ the present strength of the state Armed pol ice comprising
only three' Battalions of the Ivtizora.'l1 police and one India
Reserve (IR) Battalion is very inadequate to handl~ the,
exigencies of 1a\'17 and order and the anti-insurgency op~ra­

t.Lorrs , Against thisbackg ro und,stFE:3ngthening the 1a""
and. ortle-r 'machinery and modernisation ofHj_zoramP9~iqe

assume urgency. Therefore. efforts to ~!c)rovide thqfTl.t1-tth
mqcaern and sophisticated equipment. weaponry and ,dthEtr,
inputs, necessary for effect ive policing are in fuJ.l swing.
on ·the (request of my Government .. the Central Government
has already allotted a number of vehicleS. arms and ammu­
nition and communication equipment under the Spe~ial Ce~­

tral Assistance Scheme. The State Government1s proposal
for raising of a second IRBattalion has been approved and
sanction order, is .expected"s.hort:ly. The Government of
India will provide RS.!?OO drore's every year for"3 years·
for the purpos e,

10.2 Duty allowances and various other alluwances of
the l'lizoram Horne Guards personnel have been raised from
Rs.144!-per head per d",-y- to Rs. 20.01- per head per day.
l-..ccornmodation £acilitiesin the various Jail complexes
and the [)irectorate of Prisons are also being augmented.
klequate emphasis is a.lso laid on police Housing and con­
struc-tion of various other buildillC'S for Fire Stations
and.Sub-Fire Stations. -

••.. 5/-
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11. Hy Government continues to accord high priority
to achieving self-sufficiency in the production of food.
The graduo.l shift tOi'larc1s mechanisation of agriculture
continues to progress" 1m indigenous pit system of far­
minej has been introduced as an alternative to the destruc­
tive shifting cultivation. 1>. prograrn.'1).e of land develop­
ment to create 395 hectares of ~'Jet aice cultivation (WRC)
has been taken up at various locations. 9 Minor ~r:r;iga~icm
projects with a cornrnand area of 465 heCtares" fac1.11.tat1.ng
double or triple cropping wi tb High Yiel,ding Variety (HYV)
rice, have been successfully completed. 20 other Minor
Irrigation projects are being implerr,ented at varioUS loca­
tions with financial assistance from National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABJ\RD). 3'6 projects
under National Natershed Development programme under nain­
fed Area (N'tIDPRl\) and 33 projects under t"1atershed Develop­
ment programme under Shifting cultivation Area (WDPSCA)
are alsq be~ngimplemented durin.g the current year and 19
lakhs of vatious planting materials of Citrus and other

fru.;tt spec'ies are distributed to farmers under these pro­
jects. P rocurernent" production and distribution of im­
prov~d or HYV Seeds of various foodgrains and oilseed crops
including Sesamum, Soya Dean .. Sunflower .. t-1ustard and Saf­
flower are gi"en priority. For the first time steps are
being taken to increase production of potato in both Kha­
rif and Rabi seasons for which 4000 quintals of seed pota­
toeS have been sown. The Department is also implementing
a comprehens ive programme to produce Haize and Soya, Bean
to meet the immediate requirements of the poultry' and cat­
tle f.eed mill of Animal Husbandry and veterinary Depart­
ment. ';I'he Department's Biological COntrol Laroratory at
Neihbawih produces various bio-pestic~des req~ired for
control of pests and crop diseases.

12. Keeping in view the great potential for horticul­
tural development in Mizoram~ my Government has initiated
several schemes to tap this potential, and provide adequate
oppor~unities for more gainful emp'Loyment; to the rural po­
puLat.Lon •. Greater emphasis will now be laid on construc­
tion of link .roads in rural areas to ,connect orchards and
gardens as weLl, as in areas vvhere there is good potential
for development of horticulture. Binphas is will also be
laid on plantation of fruit crops of high market potential
like passion Fruit. Hatkora~ orange~ Banana, Arecanut.,
potato etc.~by area expansion and other measures like prCJ­
curement of quality planting materials s uoh as tissue­
cultured Mandarin Orange. Hatkora, disease-free Banana
Suckers and budded or grafted plants. Introduction of
new frui·t crops like Kil'li and ;~vocado are envisaged through
systematic trial plantation. For the benefit of the vege­
table grovilers the Department proposes to construct RCC water
tanks and provide roofing materials like Galvanised Corru­
gated Iron (GCI) .and High Density poly Ethylene (HOPE)
ShC0ts for harvesting rain water in orchards and nurseries •

•••• 6/-



- 6 -

The Department also ~:)rJpC!ses to nr:Jvide pli'lnt Drotection
equipme~~•. ~~nure~~ fertilisers. seeds and seedlings at
r~tes S~DS~o.~S~d.oy 50% and takr; up verLo us ext.erie Lon
~,:,lrks ~~ke t:a~~~ngt .~\tJ'arenes s campai.;rns. .s ern i nare and
c.~~sem~nate ~nfurrtlat~,_)n on modern qarlaqernent of orchards
ancl nurseries and other ClE;pects of horticultural develop­
ment.

~3.1 The strategic location of Hizoram a nd its rich
DUt un~apped potential of agro-forest resources is idea­
l~y su~ted for establishment of a viable border trade
w~th Bangladesh and Myanmar as 6nvisaged in the Mizo-
r~ ACCc?r~. Honourable Bombers may recall that with the
Pr~e 1\1~n~sterts clearance. tho Chief Ninister visited
B';ln,?l~.desh from 27th to 29th .hpril.1999 to explore possi­
b~lJ.t~es of border trade with Bangladesh and re-opening
of the Karnaphuli river route whLoh at one time had faci­
litated large scale border trade between the people of Mi­
zoram and those of nei<;;hbouring Bangladesh be·for·e Inde- .
pendence. The response of tho Bangladesh Government has
been pOSitive. As a sequel to this visit. a Trade Dele-

··gation from Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (FBCCI) vis ited f1izoram in October; 1999
and Sig ned a Memorandum o f understanding with the Mizoram
Chamber of Corltrnerce (HCC) for th e promotion 0 f Indo-Bangla­
desh border trade. The initiatives taken by the Chief
Hinister for starting border tr':lde with nei0hl:x:Hlring
Billlgladesh and Myarr~ar have been well . received by the
Government of India and I tim happy to note that things
are moving in the right direction in this regard. The
required infrastructure for J.Drc1er trade is being built
up at 2I:)khawthar and Kh a wnu am en the Inc1o-Hyc:U1mar border
with Rs.200 lakhs sanctioned by the Hinistry of Commerce.
140.92 acres of land has been acquired free of cost at
Khawnuam and a suitable site fur construction of land-cus­
tom station has been identified at ZOkha\'lthar.

13 02 My Government will corrt Lnuc to pursue a policy of
new initiatives for ma r'ke t.Lnq of ginger and other cash
cr-oos and seek remunerative orLees for LoceL 'Jroducers.• ~ .L

14. My Government will continue to accord high prio-
rity to construction. improvement and ma Ln t.e nan ce of
road corrununication as these are pre-requisites for prog­
russ and development. Several k oy bridges and buildings
at various locations Lno.Lud Lnc, l ..dditional Secretariat
Building at Aizawl arid I'-1izorarcl House at Vellore have
been comoLet.ed during the cur r ent; year. Th('3 progress of
on_going.L wo r k s which include. amonqs t; others. Auditorium
at idzawl. 200-bedded Lunglei Civil Hospital phase I.
S'J.ikuti Huill at Luno LeL, additional j\ILj.. Hostel at Jdzavvl,
&)ys and Girls Host~l at Lunglei DC's office Complex
phase I and II at Lunglei is s~tisfactory.

. ... 7/-
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The Government of India has entrusted the construction
of 2 now National Highways - NH 441'1. (Sairang-Hamit-Hanu
R.oad) and NH 150 (Seling-Tipaimukh-Kchima Road) to the
State pi,ID. 4.50 kms of formation cutting of Sairar..g and
LerlCJpui stretch of NH 44A have been completed at a cost
of ns , 200 lakhs. Investiqation and survey of : 'NH 150
have been started. The Idzawl-Thenzavil-Lunglei and Bai­
rabi-zamuang roads will be upgraded to National Highway
standards through World Bank assistance and works are
expected to start shortly. Further, Rs.224.1Q lakhs and
Rs~541. 48 Lakhs have been sanctioned by NABI"RP for taking
up v~rks on the Aizawl- Reiek - Lungdar (40 kIns) and
Rawpuich~ip - Mualpui (90 Kms) roads respectively and the
works are in progress.

15.. Hy Government will further intensify its ~fforts

to bridge the power reSources gap. Towards this end, the
Teirei Hini Hydel project (3 M't"1) has been cornpLet.ed and
commissioned on 16th October, 1999. The power resourceS
gap will be narrowed down to some extent with t.he COITh'TIi­
ssionin•..:; of tile Tuipang and Ktlu-Tlabung Small Hydel pro­
j ects with a total installed capacity of 6 MW(3MW+3MW)
shortly. Serlui tB t Hydel project (12MW) is also on the
pipe-line. The Detailed pro j eet Report (DPR) for the
Kolodyne Hydel project Phase I (120MH) has also been han-

, ded over to our State Government on 22nd February, 2000
by the Central Water Comrnission~ DPR for the Bairabi
Hydel Pro j ect (80 MH) is a Lso exoected shortly v-klile DPRs
for Kolodyne Hydel project phciSC:;- II (40PHW), Tuivawl nv-
del PJ:;'oject (481'IW), 'l'uirini Hydel i)roject (60rvH-J) are ex­
pected dur ing 2001.. The proc,~ss of obtaining th e nece­
ssary:, clearances for the Heavy Fuel Oil; Generating plant
'(20HW) at Bairabi, to be funded from the Non-Lapsable
Central pool of Resources s is in p roqres s , This power
project is expeot.ed to be cornmf.s s Loned vrithinthe shortest
possible tL'11e and is expected to reduce the short term
power deficit in the State substantially. l'>.part from
these power generation pro j ects, the Power and Electri-
city Department also undertakes construct ion of transmi­
ssion net.wcrks , augmentation of transmission sub-stations,
systems Lmp rovernont, to regulate voltage and to reduce
transmission and distribution losses, renovation and mo­
dernisation of Diesel Hydel Generating Stations at Tuiri­
vang I Khawiva, Serlui t 1.. 1 and Tud.puL, In addition to
these, there are various approved sbhemes of the Central
Electricity .i'\uthorit.y (CEl\.) for Irnpr'oveme nt; of Sub-Trans­
mission Sub-Stations and e uqrnant.a t.Lon of revenue collection.
Several n ew Sub-Station Sche:es for improvement of the
availability and quality o f power at various locations are
also being implemented.. The progress of rural electrifi­
cation is good and, as of date, about 98% of the villages
have been electrified.

15.2 1'1y Government has been constrained to revise the
power tariffs effective frorn 1st llarch, 2000 and the
additional revenue realised therefrom will contribute sub­
stantially to the efforts to mob.il.d.a e additional resourceS ..
I appeal to the people of Hizoram to support this measure
in the best interest of the State ..
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16 01 My Governraent w.iLl, continue wi.t.h its policy
of encouraging private entrepreneurs in setting up viable
industrial units dependent on locally availabl~ raw ma­
terials. The Department of Industry has continued its
efforts to develop the tea gardens and industry under the
dcheme of Development of Tea Industry, 144 hectares of
land has been covered under new plantations with plants
and seedlings raised by the Department in its own Tea
Nursery at Biate. 325 families of Biate have been adop­
ted by the Department for scientific and better manage­
ment of their tea gardens. During the current year. 47
hectares of land will be added to the existing plantationa
The Department plans to raise a not.h ar- 10 lakhs tea seed­
lings during the next financial year. Active steps have
been taken for implementation of the Industrial Growth
Centre project at Luangmual. This project costing Rs'.15.
00 crores will be funded ent irely by the Government of
India. h suitable land is being identified for establish­
ment of an EXport Promotiun Industrial park (EPIP) which
will house export-oriented industrie.l un i.t.s , The project
cost is estimated at Rs. 10.00 crores which will be provi­
ded by the Government of India. My Government will strive
to keep pace with emerg ing now technolog ies and bring the
State at par with more advanced States partiCUlarly in the
field of electronics and information technology (IT). An
IT policy of the State Government is on the anvil.

16.2 For optimum utilisation of locally available
raw materials, the pos:c~ibilities of setting- up bamboo
based industries are beiEg explored by the ~epartment of
Industries. A delegation hos been sent to Tahvan to
explore the possibility of importil~ appropriate techno­
logy for bamboo processing units ~ An internationally
reputed consultancy agency, namely, International Network
for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) is being employed for under­
taking necesaary studies and to develop a bamboo sector
development Action plan for Hizoram.

17. My Governme nt is making ef fo rts to provide
gainful employment to the unemployed and under-employed
in the rural areas by implementing various poverty alle­
viation programmes under Centrally Spensored Schemes
t.h ro uqh the Rural Development Department. Besides the
ongoing Centrally Sponsored Schemes, the Department is
also taking a number of steps to improve the economic
condition of the rural people by way of undertaking
schemes like Rural Hous ing and New Land Use policy. un­
der the Rural Housing Scheme, 6770 families a r o proposed
to be assisted during the current year. The total outlay
under the Nmv Land Use policy (NLUP) during the current
year is Re .1467.00 lakhs whil e Rs. 393.00 lakhs is earma~cd

for the next financial year. The Social Education prog­
rumme provides construction of community halls with a view
to creating durable community assets. During the current
year, Rs.150.00 lakhs has beGn provided under this Programme. ,

.... . 9/-



9 -

Attempts are being made to provide higher allocation under
this programme. 8 (eight) new Rural Development Blocks
are proposed to be created during the next financial year.

17 ..2 AS many as 831 houses have been constructed
for the poor families in rural areas under Indira Awas
Yojana(IAY}. Expepditure of Rs.333.33 lakhs has been
incurred under Employment ASsurance Scheme(EAS} during
the current year for generating gainful employment to
families below poverty line in the rural areas. Rs.214.
68 Lakhs was spent under Jawahar Rozgar Yojana and Jawa­
har Gram Samridhi Yojana as well. The Department has
also·successfully implemented other Centrally Sponsored
Schemes like Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana, Border
Z~rea Development programme and National programme on Im­
proved Chulhas.

18. My Government is com~itted to provide preven-
tive, curative, promotive and rehabilitative health servi­
ces to the people. Under the nild.mum Needs IIrogramme,
the Health DepClrtment has undertaken cons t ruct.Lon of 30
bedded Community Health Centres at Vairengte, Sakawrdai,
Saitual and Mamit. Of these, the Centre at saitual has
been completed and inaut;Jurated recently. COns.truction of
9 primary Health Centre bu i.LdLnus are also being taken up
as a spill-over s.cheme and 10 now Sub Centres have been
estc:tlQlished. Under Hospital programmes, establishment of
a S:t.a.te~eferral Hospital is being taken up. vigorously
and. the Government of India has recently sanctioned Rs.
10.00crorcs from the Non-Lapsable Central pool of Resour­
ces for ~he current yeclr. Construction of a 16-room paying
cabin Building at Civil Hospital, Aizawl, has been comple­
ted. Construction of a 50-bedded hospital building at Se~

chhip and the 200-bedc1ed Civil Hospital building at Lung­
lei is mc~ing good progress. Efforts will be intensified
to\tJards oompLor.f.on of these on-going projects. The various
National Health progrdrllmCO o.r'~ <=IJ.so being implemented suc­
cessfully.

19.1 It is a matter of pride that Mizoram has top-
ped the literacy percenta0e as well as the Education~l
Development Index (EDI) in the country. The people 1n
t.1izorarn, in general, and the Education and Human Resour­
ces Development Department, in partiCUlar, should feel
deservedly proud of these achievements. The literacy
percentage of the State now stands at 95% and efforts will
be intensified to achieve total literacy. By Government
is keenly aware of the need for qualitative human resour­
ces development of which education is the primary input.
Therefore, far from resting on our laurels, we shall en­
deavour to further improve the quality of education in our

·State. The efforts of the Education and Human Resources
Development Department will therefore be geared up to
achieve these broad obj ect Lvos including infrastructural
improvement of educational institutions~ teacher training
f.:J.cilities and teaching-learning aids.

• ••• 10/-
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A tentative allocation of RS. 21.43 crores for constru6­
tion and renovation of school buildings has already been
approved by the Planning Commission under t.h o Non-Lapsa­
}::>le Pool of Central Resources. J~fforts have also been
made for effective p romo t.Lori of Hindi in the StClte. 99
nevi posts of High School Hindi Teacher and 107 new posts
of t-1iddle School Hindi Teacher have been created under
CSS dur i.nq 1999.

18.2 . I am happy to inform you t.he.t; the Government
0-£ Indi.:'l has agreed to s at up a Central Univcrs ity in
Mizoram. The Bill for this purpose has been passed by the
Rajya Sabha and is expected to be taken up by the Lok Sa­
bha shortly. The Government of India has agreed to allo­
cate as , 25.00 crores for deveLmment of infrastructure
for this new university from the" Non-Lapsable central pool
of Resources. Establishment of a Central university in
Mizoram w Ll.L meet a long-standlng demand and will be a
fulfilment of an important clause of the Mizorgm Accord
of 1986. It is proposed to establish an Engineering Co­
llege with Central assistance for which the Government
h as already acquired a suitable plot of land at Durtlang.
It is also proposed to establish a co-educational residen­
t.LaL Science College in hiza'irJ"l. Construction of the Di­
rectorate building of the Department has been completed
and formally inaugurated on 17th December 1999_ Other
construction works for infrastructural improvement are
also progressing well. The 1~1 India Council for Techni­
cal ~ducation has accorded permission for introduca.tion of
COmputer Science and Engineering Courses at Mizora~poly­

~echrtic, L~nglei and Garment Technology and Beauty Culture
'and co srnet.oIoqy Courses at the "'lomen Polytechnic ldzawl
from the new academic session.

20. M,izoram is rich in flora, fauna a nd bio-diver-
slty which must be preserved and protected, The major
thrust of the Enviror~ent and Forests Department will conti­
nue to be raising of forest plantations. It gives me great
pleasure to recall that a very novel programme called GREEN
MIZOI~l where people of all walks of life enthusiastically
participated in pl~ting of different species of trees
throughout the State was organised successfully. ApprOXi­
mately 99108 trees have been p1anted under the programme.
I am sure this will play a significant role towards ensu­
ring people's participation in th(~ conservation of forests.

21. My Government will continue its steps to im-
prove the public transport system by augmenting its exis­
ting fleet of buses. Inter-State Bus services connecting
l,j.zawl and neighbouring Sti1tes is operated regularly and
addition of new routes is also under active cons ideration.
The TranSport Department has collected a revenue of Rs.
241034 lakhs upto December 19S9 through bus fares, license
fees and road tax. 2 Recoverv V2ns Clnd 1 Ambulance have
been purchased with the assistance of the Central Govern­
ment under National Highway patrolling Scheme •

• .. • • • 11/-
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The Railway Out-Agency w i.t.h its computerised services
continues to p rovLdc Rail'vlay reservation facilities"on
various routes throughout the country. The Government of
India has allotted a auota of 2 berths each in the hC 3­
Tier on "the New Delhi ~- Ho wrah Sector and AC 2-T'ier on
the Nev.! Delhi-Guwahati Sector for Hizoram.

22. Adequate supply of drinking water for the
people, both in urban and r ura L areas, will continue to
receive the attention of my Government. During the cu­
rrent year, under the Rural rtlater Supply pr09ramme, 86
habitations have been provided \vith aafe drinking water
urrco the \end of l.Tanuary, 2000. The Greater Saiha Hater
supply SCHeme which was implemented under urban T'later

Supply Programme has been commissioned in February, 2000.
RSe 5.00 croresisbeing released by the Government of
India frbmthe Non ....Lapsable Central pool of Resources
for iInplementation of the Greater Champhai ~'1ater Supply
Scheme. Implementation of the Integrated project of
ldzawl comprising various schemes like Greater Aizawl
~vater Supply Scheme Phase II, Sewerage Scheme, Storm
Orainage Scheme, Solid l.vaste Management Scheme and Nater
Treatment Scheme estimated to cost Rs. 176.55 crores is
being implemented and this will provide further relief
in the sector. In addition to Rs. 4.00 crores released
last year, Rs. 20.00 crores have been released recently
from the Non-Lapsable Central pool of Resourc~s for this
project., under Accelerated Urban vvaterSupplyPrbgramme,
Sq,i,;r::ang, Darlawn and SaitualWater ,Supply Schemes are
also being taken up by the I?ep,irt;lTlcnt.

23. My Government shall continue to take steps to
ensure that there is no shortage of essential commodities
through timely procurement. It. is a matter 'of satisfac­
tion that there' has been no shortaCJe of foodgrains and
there is sufficientSt'ock of riceih the State. 13 new
Fair pr~ce Shops under public Distribution System(PDS)
have been opened during the current year. This will fur­
ther improve the system and ensure easy accessibility of
foodgrains to the common man. Contour survey of the site
for the I~G bottling plant at Mualkhang has been cmmpleted
and the IOC Ltd. is expected to start construction works
shortly. In view of the great demand for cooking gas,
my Government has approached the Government of India for
release of new LPG connections to meet this demand for
which the dealer network is also being expanded suitably.

23~1 The Department of Animal Husbandry and Vete-
rinary has been implementing various schemes and program-
mes for augmentation of livestock and introduction of "
improved breed of animals and birds. A dairy plant with
a capacity of 10~000 litres per day is being commissioned
at ldzawl shortly. J.. smaller plant with 5000 litres capa­
city per day is also being Set up at Lunglei under Centra­
lly Sponsored Schemes.

• • ,•• 12/-
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50 Dairy Cows and 26,957 chicks have been distributed
to local farmers at subsidised rat.cs , 750 piglets of
o pure exotic blood have been sold to farmers for bree­
ding. The Department has also imported 120 piglets and
20 calves from Australia for foundation stock. It is
proposed to distribute the progeny of these imported
animals at subsidised rates to local farmers as part of
the Department's programme to augment production of pork
and milk in the State. Livestock and poultry farmers
are also provided feed transport subsidies to enable them
to procure animal feeds at cheaper rates.

23.2 -, The Government of India bas approved. two pro-
jects submitted by the Government for establishment of
a modern animal feed plant w1tha capacity of 50 tonnes
per day and a piggery village estimated to cost Rs. 23
crores and Rs. 19.25 crores respectively. Another project
for establishment of a poultry village submitted by the
State Government is under cons ideration of the Government
of India.

24. My Government is committed to the uplift-
ment of women, children, physically handicapped, mentally
retarded and old age persons and strengthening of volun­
tary organisations. Assistance to the extent possible
will continue to be extended to them. Efforts to tackle
social evils ~re also being taken up in earnest. The
Mizoram Social Defence and Rehabilitation Board has been
constituted and made functional. voluntary organisations
like Young Mizo ASsociation (YMA) and 1'1izo Hmeichhe r nsu tb­
khawnlPawl (MHIP) are also given finQncial ass Ls t arioe :
fOr promoting and strengthening ,the social defence services.

25. My Government attaches great importance to the
judiciary and will continue to improve and develop the in­
frastructural facilities of the State's judiciary. Cons­
truction of District Court Buildirlg at i\.izawl is in good
progress and is expected to be completed dur Lno the next
financial year. The first phase of. construction of Dis­
trict Court buildings at Saiha and Kolasib dS wel L as the
main building of the High· court at Luangrnual will also be
taken up. Tlie are also keenly aware of the need to streng­
then the machinery for redressal of the grievances of the
consumers. To address this aspect, State Level commission
as well as District Forum have been put in place and for
their effective functioning various voluntary Consumer Or­
ganisations are being s t.r-enq tih onod , Following the reorga­
nisation of the districts, new District Fora will be set
up in each new District Headquarters. We lay special
emphasis on the proper handling of court Cases in the va­
rious Departments, Speciul cells have been created in each
Department with a Nodal Officer to effectively monitor all
the court cases pertaining to their respective Departments.
Two Workshops on handling of court cases have been conduc­
ted to further streamline the handling of such cases in
the various departments. 13/- ..... -
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26. Hy Government has extended composite cash
loan to 1796 Government employees and another 624 families
for construction of houses. Slum Development Sche~es are
also taken up with findncial assistance from the Govern­
ment of India and mIDCO. Under the Scheme of 50 Yee r's
India Independence Celebration programme, HUDeO has re­
cently sanctioned ns , 38.50 Lakhs for the creation of
Tuikual Model Slum and Nisapui Hodel Village. Under Urban
Poverty Alleviation progrillnme, 400 persons were given
-training in various tradeS under Swarna Jayanti Shahari
Rozgar Yojana. Under Urban lvage Employment programme ..
the DepClrtment has identified 52 urban Clreas in Aizawl
TOwn where families below the poverty line will be given
wage employment Hith a provision of Ra , 179 ...59 Lakhs ,
Under Integrated Development of Small and Medium Towns
(I~HT) .. my Government has constituted a. State urban Pla-
fu~ing Committee and Town and Development Committees for
Biikhawthlir" Thenzawl" Serchhip and Hnahthial~ Construc­
tion of Sani~ation Office building at hizawl is cmmpleted
while construction of District Office at Ramhlun veng,
Market buildings at Bawngkawn and Vaivakawn is in progress.
ThcLocal Administrat~on Department had successfully con­
ducted the 14th General Election to the Village Councils
in December" 1999.

27.(My Governmont continueS to attach due impor­
tance' 'to t:l1e'. __rcffect.ive impleE1entation of the 'Total prohi­
bition 11.ct.,7~ll out efforts hrrve been made t,-owards the
realistitiondf this by strengthening the Excis:eForce
andlaunchino awareneas cernpa.lone t.h.ro ucrio ur; the State.
The Government as also' d(!ep~y concernecJ.- wi. tfi. the menace
of drug' t.rafficking and its abuse wh Loh has assumed great
proportions. Serious efforts are made to control this
menace by maintaining strict vigil throughout the State
including the Indo-HyanmClr bo r der , 160 drug traffickers
wer'e nabbed a nd large quantities of intoxicating drugs
seized during. the last one year. I am happy to say that
vo~untaryorganisationsand the Churches have extended
their active co-operation in tackling this menance.

28. Hy Government.. besides endeavouring to pro­
tect and promote our proud tradition and indigenous cul­
ture" is promottnc informal' education by giving aids to
rural libraries 0 For the first time in n Lzo rem.. the De­
partment of Art and Culture had conducted a \~rkshop on
production oriented Theatre in collaboration with the
National School of Drama during 3rd November, 1999 ~nd

2nd December, 1999 in "Which 27 youth hCld successfully
completed the Certificute Course.

29. The importance of cash crop plantations as a
m"ec1s'ure for cons erving so il and ivater.. apart from its
co~ercial expediency .. has long been recognised. During

" 1999 ~ 2000, the Department of Soil and ivaterConservation
. has planted 31 hectares of Large Cardamom .. 20 hectareS of

•••• 14/...
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i'~ecanut and 19 hectares 0 f Rubber thereby providing em­
ployment to 59 fqmilies. 26 quintals of Coffee seeds are
being distributed to farmers and cash crop nurseries are
also being raised in 8 Territorial Divisions of the Depar~

mente

30. The Fisheries Department releused and stocked
45 lakhs of quality fish seeds in 13 major rivers of the
State for enhanced production of riverine fish. The De­
partment further distributed 25 lakhs of fish seeds to
private pisciculturists at 50% subsidised rates and has
also'organised training for them at various places. 6
nursery tanks at Tamdil and 4 rearing tanks at zawlnuam
Fish Seed Farm have also been constructed apart from
renovation of 75 hectares of private fish ponds.

31. Recognising its role in the improvement of the
economic and social standard of the people. my Government
is determined to strengthen the cooperative movement in
the State. The Cooperation Deparbnent has so far regis­
tered 2900 'Cooperative Societies throughout the State
which are mostly engaged in the field of production .. pro­
curement, marketing and distribution of agricultural pro­
duce and 'eSsential commodities. The Mizoram Urban COope­
rative (HUCO) Bank alone has disbursed Rs. 11.62 Lakhs as
short-term loan to various Lnd.i.vLdu a Ls , traders and chur­
ches and has also disbursed Rs. 43.46 Lakhs under National
Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes Fi2..nce &e Development Fin.
Corporabion (NSFDC) to various individuals. The Mizoram
State Cooperative Narketing and Consumers I Federation Ltd.
(HlZOFED) have installed extension points of LPG with 500
connections at Ngopa. Kh awzaw.I , Lungdar East .. Thingdawl.
Kawlkulh .. Thenzawl and Tuipang. Through HULCO .. 9,03,300
litres of milk have been procured and distributed to con­
sumers in Aizawl Town at reasonable prices.

32. The Taxation Department has mobilised additio-
nal resources by earning a revenue of about Rs.59Q.80 lakhs
as on 31st January .. 2000. It is further expected to collect
revenue of Rs , 190.00 Lalths annually from the local sales
Tax which has now been levied on a few items of notified
goods vTith effect from 1st November, 1999. The Directorate
of Institutional Finance & Small Savings has been able to
collect· Rs. 4. 67 croreS t.h r-ourjn various Small Savings Schemes,
of \mich .. 75% .. that is, Rs. 3.50 croreS will accrue to the
State Exchequer.

33. Blessed with natural scenic beauty and an ideal
climate throughout the year, Mizoram has good potential to
develop its tourism industry. To translate this potential
into reality and to cope with the demands of foreign as
we.l l, as domestic tourists.. my Government will continue to
strive for excellence in developing its infrastructure •
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21,618 tourists visited the State during the year. The
Depcirtment of Tourism has embarked upon marketing of Mi­
zorarn tourism at the national as well as international
level. It has also participated in Travel and Tourism
Fairs at Calcutta, Ahmedabad. ~lumbai. Nevl Delhi and at
the International Tourism Borse (ITB) at Berlin. Germany
with the purpose of selling Mizoram as a tourist destina­
tion. The possibility of developing adventure tourism
has also been probed and accordingly river rafting has
been identified for promotion to attract tourists.

34. Development of Sports and Youth Services will
continue to form an integral part of our prograrnrne to
promote and stimulate the youth to undertake sports acti­
vities. The Department of Sports and Youth Services has
spre~c1,its umbrella by opening two new District Offices
at K().:t¥!is ib'and Champhai. I am happy to say that Mizoram
has~h8~~S$fUllyhosted the Junior Nationai Judo Cham­
pionships,at Aizawl in which we bagged 3' brenze medals.
Mizor~ won a bronze medal in the National Taekwando

. Championships at New Delhi. My Government. realising the
inadequacy of infrastructur&l facilities in the field of
sports and youth services, has drawn special attention of
the Government of India for infrastructural development in
this field. I am happy to inform you that' the union Minis-

. ter 0;1: State for Youth Affairs and Sports has approved many
of. out-projects during his recent visit to r.1izoram. Among
th:~se, a 100-bedded ~portsAuthorityof India (~AI) Hostel
estimated to cost Rs. 2 e50 crores, Special xrea Garnes (SAG)
Centre at Lunglei and a 100-bed¢led Hostel estimated to
cost Rs. 3.51 crores deserve 'sp~cial mention.

35~ The Department of Printing & Stationery has
madegreat;.s.trides during 1999-2000. New District Offices
have"been ;t.naugurated at Champhai and Kolasib. 8 units of
R.C.C. staff quarters are beihg constructed at Chawnpui,
AizairJ'l, wltl;1 an amount of Rs. 150.00 Lakhs , The Govern­
ment Press is' being modernised :bY procuring state-of-the­
art printing equipment.

36. The 1999 General Election to the 13th Lok
Sabha waa s uoo ees f uLly oonduct.ed in the month of Septem­
ber, lQ99 in a free and fair manner without any untoward
incident. AS per the instruction of the Election Commi­
ssion'of India, Special Revision 1999 and Swnmary Revi­
sion 2000 of the electoral rolls with 1st January, 1999
and 1st January? 2000 respectively as the qualifying
dates were conducted and the electoral rolls have heen
computerised s at.Ls f e ct.o.rdLy ,

37. The Autonomous =)istrl:ct Councils have played
a significant role in the economic development'and uplift­
ment of the people in the Councils! areas and my Govern~

ment will continue to h e Lo t.horn and encourage' them to
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accelerate the pace of development in the District Council
areas. It is a matter of satisfaction that General Elec­
tion to the Mara i\utonomous District Council and Bye Elec­
tion to the 15th Lawngtlai AOC constituency of the Lai
Autonomous District Council have been conducted success­
fully in a free and fair manner.

38. In order to facilitate smooth tr2nsaction of
the increasing workload, the Aizawl Treasury was bifurca­
ted by £ormally opening the Aizawl ibrth Treasury on 28th
January, 2000. COnsequent upon tLe trifurcation of Aizawl
District, Sub-Treasuries at Champhai and Mamit have been
upgraded to full fledged Treasuries.

39. My Government is committed to the welfare of
Ex-Servicemen who have braved all odds and made sacrifices
in the defence of the country. Honourable Members may
recall how the people of Mizoram had stood solidly behind
our gallant soldiers during the Kargil conflict. A commi­
tee to raise funds for the relief and rehabilitation of
the martyrs and victims of the conflict was constituted
and it gives me great pleas ure to inform the House that
the people of Mizoram had generously contributed in res­
ponse to the appeal of the Committee. To cater to the
requirements of EX-Servicemen and their families, Sainik
Rest House has been constructed at Lunglei at a cost of
RS. 43.00 lakhs and is now ready for occupation. My Go­
vernment continues to provide stipendiary, medical and
financial assistance to children and widovTs of EX-Service­
men.

40. I would like to reiterate that my Government
is fully committed to work steadfastly to implement its
policies and programmeS and fulfil its assuranceS to the
people of the State. I have full faith in the ability-and
resilience of the people of Hizoram and I am. therefore,
confident that with their cooperation, we will overcome
challenges and march towards further progress and prosperi­
ty. I have covered only a few aspects and given a brief
outline of the major policies and programmes of my Govern­
ment. I sincerely hope and trust that all these issues
will be diSCUSSed in greater detail in the best interest
of the people of Mizoram during this Session.

I wish your deliberations all success.

Ka la,VITI e.

Jai Hind •
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